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Kho Arc Tnev? 



Since the spring of 197£, Tore than 2.7 million Afghan* have 
been registered as refugees in Pakistan. Pcgistration records 
indicate that 60 to 90 percent, of then arc p^shtcn tribesmen, 
co.-pri sing "about a third of the estimated 6.5 to 7 r.illion 
Pushtun ethnic cc.-.jn x ty m Afgbc.-ist.5n. ( Ahcut half of 
Afghanistan's pre-1973 population was classified as Pushtuns). 
Many of the refugees broj^ht livestock with them and Tost of them 
are farmers or fan laborers; so-e are pastoral nomads and a 
lesser but significant number arcng then are professionals arri 
the well-to-do. (U) 

• 3 1 »:"cw .frowns 

Based on 10 81 Census of Pakistan figures, the Afghan 
refugees hav- doubled the population in pa* iit-in ' s western 
bciderland;;. To deal ~ore effectively with c'.* nass^ve nr-bers, 
Pakistani re ief officials group refugees -here possible into 
carps averaging 5. 030 £»-*♦, CGC persons cr :,:■;: families each. 
Approximately iQC Refugee Tented Village*; '. rrvsj have been 
cstaoli shed , — ;ost of «?\*ch jre located :n the for.ocly co-apietely 
rural Federally Ad.-nrnisiered Tnoal Areas jfr.TA). (U) 

The majority of the ca*~ps are clustered in s;x areas near 
major points of entry into P** .^tun: the nj).«Ji'-Dir area, the 
environs of Peshawar, the r.irrj.n P:ver volley, and thr Guaal 
River valley m cho Nortv. W-*-.S Frontier I'r-ivncc Inwkp); . and the 
Pi chin-Ouet t.i and the C*"»qai H I i i r. .ire,»«* in inluchisun.' Where 
possible, relief officials utte-npt to iocu'c the c.vnpr. at least 
10 ^iics fr"flj the border to -wo id providi". j a pr.ivoc.uion for 
Soviet cross-border raids. The cwp sites ute .U joejrj^. to a 
motorable road, near a source of water, and on iarrt not Suitable 
for agriculture or other immediate use by the local, population. 
Food and shelter (tents) arc provided by international relief 
organisations and volunteer aqcncU-s,* but water *suppi ies, grazing 
apace, arri firewood for fuel are scarce. (U) 

• Refugees as Guests 

The COP publicly refrains from giving the r«fguees other 
than temporary status, by allowing the use of only temporary 
shelter (tents), $nci by d i sc^Durag^'ng activities that would place 
the refugees in cc-.oet it ioh ■ w>th~ the local population, 
particularly in cthnica^ly~)scns it ive 8aluchistan. At the same 
tii»e, efforts are quletly^being -naJe to disperse camp population* 
awiy fron the border both for security reasons and to alleviate 
the strain on over-burdened resources in the frontier areas. (0) 



.vies of ethnic Ho-o^cneity 

The Afghan refuses are largely confined to Pushtun ethnic 
areas in jr-TP and' naiuchi Stan Where they share kinship ties *nl . 
cultural value system with the people. among whoa. they i^ve. 
Although US gaba ssy. officials rep ort ** tele open res^rtt—nt oC 
the re, 




The refn<7ce ca-np-J are located in arean.th.it have been 
eKp~ r iencinq heavy oct« iqr.it ion over the pa it tlec.vle. The 
probable caui-e, accord itm to a w.->rld n.»n< st i-1y, is the 
continulng,deqradatlon of the natural cr.vi ronnent in au area 
where trail it ional ly 80 percent of the tr ib*_.'»en, have been 
dependent on some form of subsistence a^r icul tut_£ J __Morc 
specifically, the World Bank report pinpointed increased erosion 
and lowered agricultural productivity resulting t torn Werg raxing, 
ovcrcuttlng of the region's tree growth -Tor t i revood # * and poor 
fanning techniques, (OUO) 







